
 

 

Chairman’s Newsletter – May 2017 

We have some sensational events lined up for you in the coming months.  Well OK, just the two, 
but what good ones they are. 

OUTING – Thursday 18th May. I have provisionally booked Mary Kings Close in 

Edinburgh for up to 20 of us.  The Itinerary is that we will be given an underground tour of Mary 

Kings Close, which will take about one hour starting at 11.30.  Now, if you have not heard of Mary 

Kings Close broadly it is a sealed-off portion of Edinburgh’s Royal Mile under the City Chambers.  It 

was closed-up during the plague and has been virtually untouched for many years.  The tours are 

guided and there are in all about 50 steps – not too strenuous.   

Then we are free for lunch etc. at our own devices until the afternoon when we have the option of 

meeting back at Mercat Cross at 2.15 for onward tours to the Court of Session (Parliament House) 

and tea in the Signet Library.  The numbers for these might be limited. We will not finish these 

until at least 4.30, so return trip would be after this.  

The plan is to assemble at the Mercat Cross on High Street, which is on east side of St Giles 

Cathedral, at 11.00 for 11.15.  How we travel to Edinburgh is up to us, but the best bet is by train 

either from Markinch, Cupar or Kirkcaldy.  You could also get X60 bus, which will take you to 

Edinburgh.   Mary Kings Close is in Warriston Close Walk up Cockburn Street (which is at the north 

end of Waverley Bridge) and at the top, turn right into High Street and Mercat Cross is 100yds on 

your left.   

I need to confirm numbers a week before, so let me know asp or by 9th May at the latest.   The 

cost is £15 for the tour.  Costs of travel and sustenance will be yours. We could possibly arrange 

car share to the stations.  You can Google Mary Kings Close for details. Please complete the 

attached form and return to me at 1 Elie House or pop it in to Carol’s Shop or email your interest 

as below to gjohnston44@btinternet.com and pay on the day. 

EXPEDITION – 22nd June. Originally we thought about the ferry from Anstruther to North 

Berwick for our outing but on reflection it seemed that firstly the weather made it precarious and 

secondly it would not suit everyone.  However, I thought that if there were some of us who 

wanted to make the trip we could do so on 22nd June leaving Anstruther at 10-ish and returning 4-

ish.  I have arranged that if we take this up we will have a guided walk of North Berwick by the 

local Heritage Society and we can arrange food, etc. I would like to know if you would be 

interested in making up a party so please contact me at gjohnston44@btinternet.com or at 1 Elie 

House or complete the attached form.  The costs will be about £20 for the ferry and such other 

costs as may be necessary food wise – I think if there are say ten of us I will book lunch 

somewhere.  Some idea of number and feasibility would be good. Need to know all this by 9th 

May. 
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History Society Outings 2017 

Thursday 18th May 17 – Edinburgh 

Name………………………………………..Address……………………………………………………………………………….. 

Tel:………………………...................…Email…………………………………………............................................  

I would like to visit Parliament House / Signet Library / St. Giles  (please circle preferences). 

I will make my own way to The Mercat Cross [yes/no].  I need travel advice (train/bus) [yes/no].   

To reserve a place on this trip please send £15 to Graham Johnston 1 Elie House Elie KY9 1ER  

OR let me know by ‘phone (330 270) or email (gjeliehistory@btinternet.com) and pay on the day.  

OR hand this slip with payment into Carol’s Shop on Elie High St (where more forms are available).  

Thursday 22ND June North Berwick   

On 22nd June the ferry from Anstruther to North Berwick will operate leaving about 10.00 and 

returning about 18.00.  I have provisionally arranged a guided walking tour of North Berwick for a 

party.  At the moment I am merely looking for expressions of interest but you can get details of 

the ferry at http://www.seafari-edinburgh.co.uk/forth-ferry     

I would be interested in this expedition – please keep me posted [Yes/No]. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Please tear off this section and retain for reference. 

We will meet at Mercat Cross on the High Street (on east side of St Giles Cathedral) at 11.00 for 
11.15.  We cross the road to Mary Kings Close entrance and have guided tour of 1 hour +.  We are 
then free for lunch at our own devices.  We meet back again at Mercat Cross at 2.30 for onward 
tours to Court of Session (Parliament House), Signet Library and St. Giles.  It is possible to manage 
two of these and the numbers for each are limited.  The St. Giles tour may cost £3.   
 
Our return journey is up to us, but if you do not intend to take part in the afternoon visits please 
indicate. 
 
Trains to Edinburgh Waverley from Cupar (car park costs £1) are at 08.49 (arr. 10.01) or 09.54 (arr. 
10.55). From Markinch (free car park) are 09.04 (arr. 10.01) and 10.09 (arr. 10.55). Peak-time fares 
will apply. 
Direct bus from Elie at 07.23 (arrive Edinburgh 9.30) or 08.23 (arrive Edinburgh 10.30).  
Return - the last direct bus is 15.40 from Edinburgh arrive Elie at 17.46, otherwise change at 
Kirkcaldy. 
 
Please complete the above form and tear off – either email it to me at 
gjeliehistory@btinternet.com or post through my letter box at 1 Elie House or phone me on 
01333330270 
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