James McKay ANDERSON
1882 – 1918
James Mackay Anderson was born in Williamsburgh , Elie on 11 February
1882. His father Andrew Anderson 1850-1932 was at that time a
fisherman. He was the eldest of seven children. Whilst he was born in
Williamsburgh his address and that of the family in 1901 census was
shown as the police station Williamsburgh. Perhaps his father became
the policeman or alternatively his mother was in custody at the time,
which is unlikely. But it seems from the 1901 census that it was a
crowded household. He is described as being a mason apprentice. On 1
November 1901 he married Helen Gerard Dunn at Glencoe Villa in
Williamsburg which I suspect was the home of the united free church minister. On that occasion
his father is
designed as
being golf
green keeper.
They had two
children Helen
Junior who
survived but a
few weeks
and William
Dunn Anderson who was born in 1907 and died in 2000*. We do not know whether he was
apprenticed to Scott or Forrester but he was obviously a proficient golfer and he applied for and
was successful in getting the job of professional at Lanark Golf Club. We are grateful to Lanark GC
for the following information.
According to Lanark Golf Club records, James McKay Anderson was interviewed on Saturday 16 th
April 1910 for the position of Greenkeeper and was paid his train fare to attend.

Extract from Lanark Golf Club Minutes

This is another extract from the Club Minutes in July 1913
mentioning James Anderson, Professional, and giving him
the right to sell golf balls at the Club.

PGA Membership Records. In 1911, the
PGA records show James as being elected
to the Scottish Section showing Golf Club
House, Lanark as his address.

There is also an entry in Jacksons Register of British
Professional Golfers 1887-1930 which shows that J Anderson
was at Lanark until 1914.

In the National Records of Scotland, …James’ wife Helen sadly died at the age of 33 during childbirth
in the Golf Club House, Lanark on 31st October 1913.

Shortly after that, in 1914, James left Lanark,…to live in Elie - Fife, perhaps to take care of his
children and returned to his former profession of Mason. James then joined the 1 st/6th Battalion
Black Watch in January 1915 and on 12th August 1916 he went on to marry Elizabeth Paisley** in
Elie which is where James’ parents also stayed. From July 1917 he was on active service at the
front, and in April 1918 it was reported in The East Fife Observer that he had been taken prisoner.

East Fife Observer 25th April 1918.
Missing
Recently Private James Anderson and his brother Private George M Anderson sons of Mr & Mrs
Anderson, Glencoe, Elie were officially reported missing. Later news received by the wife of
Private Jas. Anderson states that he is now a prisoner of war in Germany. In pre-war days he was a
professional golfer in Lanark, while his brother was employed by Mr Garland, joiner Elie.
Almost 8 months later, James’ wife and parent’s hopes were dashed and the East Fife Observer
reported the following news on 5th December 1918.

Another Prisoner of War Victim.
Though no official confirmation of the intelligence has yet been received there is too much reason
to fear that another local victim has to be added to the prisoners of war who have made a
supreme sacrifice. The mother of Private James Anderson 6th Black Watch – Mrs Anderson – and
his wife residing in Glencoe Villa were made aware that he had been taken as a prisoner of war
near Cambrai some months since and have been regularly sending him parcels which however it
appears he never received. A comrade Private William Stenhouse Northumberland Fusiliers at
present in Kirkcaldy has vouchsafed information to the effect that Private Anderson was killed
outright by a bomb which dropped from an aircraft fully two months ago and that about ten other
soldiers were also killed or wounded at the same time.
His family have been looking forward with eager anticipation to see him coming home soon and
this sad information has naturally disconcerted them. Private Anderson joined up in the Black
Watch in January 1915 and had been on active service at the front since July last year. Previous to
enlistment he was a golf professional at the golf course in Lanark, was 37 years of age and leaves
a widow and three young children. What makes it all more distressing is that his brother Lance
Corporal George M Anderson also of 6th Black Watch has likewise been taken a prisoner after he
had been wounded in action and the family are in dubiety as to his present whereabouts.
On Tuesday Mrs Anderson proceeded to Kirkcaldy to see if she could obtain any further
information regarding her husband. Much sympathy is felt for the family in the state in which they
now find themselves placed.
On the 19th December, they went onto report that James’s brother, George, returned home.
The following is an entry from The Commonwealth War Graves Commission showing James’s
details and confirming that he is commemorated at The Roisel Communal Cemetery Extension at
Somme, France.
PRIVATE ANDERSON, JAMES MCKAY
Service Number 265884
Died 12/08/1918
Aged 36
1st/6th Bn. Black Watch (Royal Highlanders).
Son of Andrew and Flora Anderson, of Glencoe
Villa, Elie, Fife; husband of Elizabeth Paisley Anderson.

James is remembered on the war memorial in Elie,
http://www.iwm.org.uk/memorials/item/memorial/5729

At the moment, there has been over 90 names, including
James McKay Anderson, added to the list of brave PGA
Professionals who made the ultimate sacrifice.

First Marriage

Second Marriage

Notes:
* William Dunn Anderson left to go to New York in 1923 – he was only 16 years old and it is not clear what
his purpose was but we are fairly certain he stayed in USA, became a bookkeeper and eventually settled in
Ontario Canada where he died in 2000. He married Jane McClung from Kilmarnock in 1929 in Wentworth
Ontario.
** Elizabeth Anderson probably emigrated to Canada since the address on the war pension form is c/o
Smith, Sawdy Athabaska Laundry Alberta so far we have not managed to trace her later movements.

Researched and compiled by Graham Johnston

