John Stewart Pearson

1864 — 1923

. There were in the 1891 census about seven families of Pearsons living
. in Elie and Earlsferry. We are particularly concerned with John
- (otherwise Jack), James and George.

John Stewart Pearson was born on Skye in 1864. His father, Andrew
Pearson, was at that time a ghillie on an estate. We think that his
family moved to Elie in about 1873, since the family is shown as living
in Markinch in 1871 but 31 High Street Elie in 1881, although by that
{ time John was elsewhere — he would have been 17 and likely an

< g apprentice somewhere. The information we have is that he went first
Florida gravestone of of all to the West Middlesex Club at Southall in 1895, which may well
John Stewart Pearson have been as assistant to the then professional C. Ralph Smith (q.v.),
also from Elie. He seemed to regularly play in tournaments.

It is difficult to get information about the West Middlesex Club now as it was recently been sold in
administration (for £2.5m (2021)). However, we know that he went across to USA and seemed to
spend his time in Florida in the winter and New York (or thereby) in the summer. He died in New York
in 1923 and was buried in Florida.

This information is based initially on the reference by Peter Georgiady of Antique Golf Clubs of
Scotland, who says that John S Pearson went to West Middlesex and then to USA. He suggests that he
learnt his golf in Elie but the John S Pearson seems likely to have been John Stewart Pearson who was
born in the Isle of Skye and indeed he is shown as travelling to the States as a golf professional.
However, there is reference to a James Pearson having gone to Ocala Golf Club and when this John
Stewart Pearson died in 1923 his address is shown as Ocala Cottage, Viewforth Place, Pittenweem. It
seems therefore this John S Pearson is the chap referred to and who had various travel arrangements.
So far as we can see he went to America, probably 1896 or so, and thereafter he was active as a golf
professional in Florida and also NY State.

What we also know......

Laling is onc of the newest of London’s golf clubs. The links,
however, at Twyford Abbey are by no means new, in the sense that
they have only uccutl\ been devoted to the game. The links are already,
so far as the frost allows, in excellent comhtlol 1, and the engagement of
Lohy Pearson, a professional from Bournemouth, to look after the greens
as well as to coach members, ought to be a further attraction to intending
members. Pearson, who was four years at the golf links at Brockenhurst,
is a first-rate player, and holds the record of the Brockenhurst links with
the fine score of 74 strokes. The club is being properly organised, and thc
first monthly medal competition will be hle on Saturday, March 30,

Twyford Abbey. 1905

If this is the same person by 1905 he had been at least 4 years with Brockenhurst then it means he
went there in 1890 or so and that would accord with the view that he became pro at West Middlesex
in 1895. There is a connection between Ealing GC, West Middlesex, Twyford Abbey and Southall as
they all seemed to be in the same area and their names were at times interchangeable apart from
them now being apparently less than one mile apart. But Ealing GC was the former name of West
Middlesex GC, which was started in 1894 so they are one and the same. On the other hand an article



in lost golf clubs for Bournemouth suggests that the Pearson who was professional as J C Pearson and
the suggestion is that he was from Aberdeen. Pearson is a common name and it has not been possible
to verify this but it seems more likely that this is not J.S. Pearson that we are referring to.

In 1894 he was in Elie because he competed in the Elie Athletic Games in the summer of that year,
where he was second in the long driving contest and he is noted there as a professional from West
Middlesex. In 1898 he competed in a tournament in Carnoustie and there he is said to be from Southall
GC, which actually is West Middlesex Golf Club. So it looks likely that there may have been two

Pearsons associated with West Middlesex GC.

100 Yarlds Race (focnl) -1 I3 Dlecalie, Anstru-
ther ; 2.J. Ballantyne, Leven.  Tlop, Step, and
Leap {(open) -1 G Tolor, Kelty, 42 fect 3
inches ; 2 00 Blyth, Loven, 42 fuet. Bicyele
Race for Bors--(opea to visitors in Ilie and
Earlsferry)—1 R. Cameron, South I"alfield ; 2
J. Greig, Barlsferry  Driving Goli B+l from
Tee (Professionals) -1 A, H. Scort, Earlsferry ;
2 J. Pearson, West Middlesex Golf Club, Lon-
don. Amateurs—I R. Syme, Earisferry ; 2 L.
Fish, Elie. Quarter Mile Rwee—1 R. Anderson,
Jedburgh ; 2 R. Jumieson, South Queensferry ;
3 W. Jackson, Edinburgh. Ruonning Long
extsection) (local)—1 D. Brodie, Anstruther, 18 feet ;

MNath T e R LA AVNAE ¥ | JETSNN ARG Dibtinne

We are pretty certain thereafter he left for
USA and it was probably in late 1890s but we
find from 1900:

VL.

-

The Carnoustie Tournament commenced yesterday,
vhen some line golf was seen.  Play was by strokes—twg
ounis ot 18 hivlesvach—and. by returning the best aggregates ’
he follon ng eight competitors rendered themselves eligible
o complete the tournament by boles to-day and fo-morrow
nz.:—Alexander Herd, Huddersield, 1617 Wilhe Fem,e
‘roon, 16 ; J. Park, Musselbursh, 156 ; Robert Sxmpm,.u nn
Jarnouste, 196: . H. Taylor, Wimbiedon, 16/ - Har -
rardoo. Ganton. 188; Thomas Hutchison, St. Andrews 169 ;
ind James DBrad, Romionl. 167 Other scores were. -
indrew  Kirkaldy, St. Aundrews, 170; A H. Scott
‘arlsferry. 171: [Oxehid Simupson, Aberdeen, 171: James
Hoor:. Stir! ng, 174: Roburt Simpson, sen., Carnoustie,
121 Grorge Low. Carnoustic, 179: J Miine, Neasden 176: G.
. Butchart. tollokshields, 1i5: R Scotr, Caruoust;e 1#
ames Kayv, Seaton Carew. 179: L. Gonrlay, St Au‘lreu.'_ 170+
L Munro, Od De r Park (R hmond), 179: Peter Kobertsou,
‘arnonstie, 130 Willie Aucit r'ome, St. Andrews, 179 J. st
Jenrson. Southall, 181: Harry Oug. Carnoustie, 181: J]
Cirkialdy, St Andrews, 181: Ben S:l}'er". North Berwrck ‘18:’:
i Hepburn, Royston, 183: W, M Winton, Fast Finchley,183 ;
. Vorrester. Ear!sferrv, 183: W. Sime, Hastings. 185 : M.
;On"n’qu,-_ Paut,hlgs i_.l, S?;c' Ul;l I'eer bark (Klu}n“ond)- 2;;3-
oniinique 18 the Irenc professional un :
Larguess of Ail-a s vow learning golf, | %eé \zom t§.

' And we also know that he was playing in a tournament in New York in

NEW GOLF LINKS OPENED.

FORMAL DEDICATION OF HOME-
WOOD CLUB'S COURSE.
_.;p WA
Mateh Play Between J. S, Pearson, the
Cluab's l‘rnlfll‘lnnnl. and Ajex. Smith
of the Washivngton Park Clab Is the
Feature of the Day, Smith Winning
by Five Up and Four to Play—Many
Socinl Features Enliven the Oc-

casion,

re at the Afth by w
4—5. The sixth went to Smith §
n winning the hole on his third,

1 up.

1904 where he is said to be attached to Ampersand Golf club which

GOLF AT AMPERSAND.

Special to The New York Times.
AMPERSAND, N. Y., Aug. 20.—There
have been some interesting events on the
Ampersand golf course this week, Including
a contest for a handsome cup presented by
Frederick I. Pearsall, a match between pro-
fessionals, and the breaking of the records

for the course by John 8. Pearson of the

Ampersand Club, and later the lowering of
Mr. Pearson's record by one stroke by
George Bouse.

The qualifying round for the Pearsall Cup
was held on Saturday, when H. B. Rey-
nolds, Otis L. Willlams, Harold Nayler,
Mrs. Milton Work, Mr. Lawrence, W. D.
Gordon, Dr. Gibney, and H. S8chmelzel were
successful. The finals brought Harold Nay-
lor and H. B. Reynolds together, and Mr.
Naylor won by 3 up and 2 to play.

John 8. Pearson of the Ampersand Club
made a new professional record for the
course Saturday. He made the first rouhd
in 34 and two rounds in 72.

There was a match for professionals on
Monday, when George Bouse of l.ake
Placid and Jack Jolly of New York met G.
V. Keddie of the Stevens House and John
8. Pearson of the Ampersand in a thirty-
six-hole match. Bouse and Jolly won by
four holes. The features of the day were
the playing of Bouse and Pearson. Bouse

established a new record for eighteen holes,
making the distance in 71. His second
eighteen holes were not as well played by
cleveéy strokes. Pearson rfl.y'd a remark-
ably steady game, cove the eighteen
holes twice in 73 strokes each time.

Messrs. Willlams, Ransom, H. Reynoilds,
R. Reynolds, Simons, Marsh, Work, Pear-
sall, Huselton, and Coolidge of the Amper-

+ sand Club played a match with the repre-

| sentatives of the Stevens House on the

! Stevens House course at Lake Placid this
w

The annual sports and games for the em-
Ampersand took place yester-

day, and the events included various amus-
ing contests, like equnﬁ,‘huckleberry ple
Vi , sack race, and

routo race. The committee in charge of
he events was composed of visitors to the

was on Staten Island.

This James Pearson, on the
assumption it is not a misprint
for John, does not seem to be
the same person but again the
coincidences are such as to
suggest that the James is a
misprint because we know that
John Stewart Person has an
association with Ocala (see
below).



GOLFERS WILL FOLLOW THE BIRDS.

Many Local Professionals Plan to Win-
ter on Florida Links,

Chicago golf professionals will be well repre-
sented on the Florida links through the winter.
Herbert Tweedie, who returned yesterday from
Davton. claosed an agreement with the Plant
system, which controls a number of the Southern
courses, by which Lawrence Auchterlonie will zo

1907 and 1905. This certainly looks
like our man and he seems to have
been fairly active because he is shown
as traveling between Florida and Cuba
on a number of occasions between
1912 and 1921. It seems likely
therefore that his winters were spent
in Florida at Ocala with occasion

to DBelleair, Jim Foulis to Tampa, William Mar-
shall to Kissimmee, James Watson to Winter
Park. and James Pearson to Ocala. John Dunn,
the New York professional. will go immediately
15 Florida to inspect and alter most of the courses.
George Low and Arthur Fenn, the two Eastern
professional=, will both be located through the
winter on Florida courses.

forays to Havana. Summers in Staten
Island in New York.

N e A el edie e’

Mr. J. S. Pearson, the golf expert,
arrived last night at the Ocala House
and will spend the remainder of the
winter in the city. Mr. Pearson is al-
ways glad when he reaches Ocala with
her magnificent climate and superb
golf links.

—— ——— ———

- John Pearsoix, the golf instructor,
left this week for New York after
spending the winter in Oeala.

Merae T (" Rrioht oavae a ftea MTues.

He maintained an association with the East Neuk, although by that time his family had dispersed from
Elie and his sister, brothers, etc. were variously in Edinburgh, Elie and indeed in New York.

- — - ———— ——— —

He did not appear to be married, but he died in New York and was buried in Florida in 1923.

J. 8. PEARSON LAID | to,the deceased. n

il et . who was held |.
TO REST IN OCALA '

h
everyones in Ocalg 0
knew him

The body was buried in Greenwood
cemetery, the fo'lowing close friends

(Specinl To The Tribune) ted as pall bearers: Messrs. Frank

OCALA, April 8§ The funeral ser-| brake, Louls Duval Louls R. Chasal,
vices over the remains of Mr. J. 8 | Hary . Clarkson, Frunk Waather-
Pearson. whose death yoourred in beo l-l‘ L.eesburg, and Gcorge 1. FOH]
New York City last Sunday, were| of Jacksonville
held in Ocala this afternoon

The services taking place from the
Episcopal church, and they were con-
ducted by Rev. J. J. Neighbour. The Name: John S Pearson
church was well filled with the
friends of the deceased The church
choir sang a number of songs and Age: 56
Rev, Nefjghbour paid a high tribute

BirthYear: abt 1867
Death Date: 1 Apr1923

Death Place: Manhattan, New York, USA

Certificate Number: 10232

Search for John S Pearson in New
York Wills & Probates collection

Wills and Probates:
We also have a copy of his will which is

very useful in tracking down his family.
—_—

He left the following bequests:



George Douglas Bonner and Catherine Bonner the children of his sister Christian Pearson or Bonner,
Susan Pearson widow of his brother Robert and her son Andrew who lived at 4 Church Lane Elie (may
now be the Vennel) who was also bequeathed all his stock etc of his golf business in USA (which
suggests that he might have carried on the golf tradition). Mary Pearson, widow of his brother William,
and her 3 daughters and William Pearson his nephew, and his cousin Jessie Harrower who lived in New
York. He bequeathed his house in Pittenweem to Christian Pearson or Bonner, which he acquired by
disposition by George Douglas Bonner who resided at the bungalow Pittenweem and who disponed it
to JS in 1905. It is interesting that George Bonner, the husband of his sister Catherine, should have
disponed his house in Pittenweem to JS. in 1905. The valuation roll of 1915 shows JS owning one of the
houses and it was let out and next door house in Viewforth Place Pittenweem was owned by George
Bonner. This is where he was designed as living and certainly his confirmation at Cupar Sheriff Court
was in these terms:

e e — e ——— e a————— -~ — W

Certified at Edinburgh 19 October. Value of Estate, £82,600: -:5.

PEARSON, John Stewart, of Ocala Cottage, Pittenweem, Professional
Golfer, Ocala Country Club, Ocala, Florida, U.S.A,, diled 1 April
1925 at Ocala, Florida, testate. Confirmation Cupar, 7 August,
to Christian Pearson or Bommer, 7 MacDowall Road, Newington,
Edinburgh, his sister, and William Pearson, 183 Piersfield
Terrace, Edinburgh, his nephew, Executors. Will dated 3 October
1921 recorded Cupar 26 July 1923. Value of Estate, £247:17: 3.
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