
 John Stewart Pearson  

1864 – 1923  

There were in the 1891 census about seven families of Pearsons living 
in Elie and Earlsferry.  We are particularly concerned with John 
(otherwise Jack), James and George. 

John Stewart Pearson was born on Skye in 1864. His father, Andrew 
Pearson, was at that time a ghillie on an estate.  We think that his 
family moved to Elie in about 1873, since the family is shown as living 
in Markinch in 1871 but 31 High Street Elie in 1881, although by that 
time John was elsewhere – he would have been 17 and likely an 
apprentice somewhere. The information we have is that he went first 
of all to the West Middlesex Club at Southall in 1895, which may well 
have been as assistant to the then professional C. Ralph Smith (q.v.), 
also from Elie. He seemed to regularly play in tournaments.  

It is difficult to get information about the West Middlesex Club now as it was recently been sold in 
administration (for £2.5m (2021)).  However, we know that he went across to USA and seemed to 
spend his time in Florida in the winter and New York (or thereby) in the summer.  He died in New York 
in 1923 and was buried in Florida.   

This information is based initially on the reference by Peter Georgiady of Antique Golf Clubs of 
Scotland, who says that John S Pearson went to West Middlesex and then to USA.  He suggests that he 
learnt his golf in Elie but the John S Pearson seems likely to have been John Stewart Pearson who was 
born in the Isle of Skye and indeed he is shown as travelling to the States as a golf professional. 
However, there is reference to a James Pearson having gone to Ocala Golf  Club and when this John 
Stewart Pearson died in 1923 his address is shown as Ocala Cottage, Viewforth Place, Pittenweem.  It 
seems therefore this John S Pearson is the chap referred to and who had various travel arrangements.  
So far as we can see he went to America, probably 1896 or so,  and thereafter he was active as a golf 
professional in Florida and also NY State. 

What we also know…… 

 

If this is the same person by 1905 he had been at least 4 years with Brockenhurst then it means he 
went there in 1890 or so and that would accord with the view that he became pro at West Middlesex 
in 1895. There is a connection between Ealing GC, West Middlesex, Twyford Abbey and Southall as 
they all seemed to be in the same area and their names were at times interchangeable apart from 
them now being apparently less than one mile apart. But Ealing GC was the former name of West 
Middlesex GC, which was started in 1894 so they are one and the same.  On the other hand an article 
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in lost golf clubs for Bournemouth suggests that the Pearson who was professional as J C Pearson and 
the suggestion is that he was from Aberdeen.  Pearson is a common name and it has not been possible 
to verify this but it seems more likely that this is not J.S. Pearson that we are referring to. 

In 1894 he was in Elie because he competed in the Elie Athletic Games in the summer of that year, 
where he was second in the long driving contest and he is noted there as a professional from West 
Middlesex. In 1898 he competed in a tournament in Carnoustie and there he is said to be from Southall 
GC, which actually is West Middlesex Golf Club.  So it looks likely that there may have been two 
Pearsons associated with West Middlesex GC. 

 

We are pretty certain thereafter he left for 
USA and it was probably in late 1890s but we 
find from 1900: 

And we also know that he was playing in a tournament in New York in 
1904 where he is said to be attached to Ampersand Golf club which 

was on Staten Island. 

 

 

This James Pearson, on the 
assumption it is not a misprint 
for John, does not seem to be 
the same person but again the 
coincidences are such as to 
suggest that the James is a 
misprint because we know that 
John Stewart Person has an 
association with Ocala (see 
below). 

 

 

 

 



1907 and 1905.  This certainly looks 
like our man and he seems to have 
been fairly active because he is shown 
as traveling between Florida and Cuba 
on a number of occasions between 
1912 and 1921.  It seems likely 
therefore that his winters were spent 
in Florida at Ocala with occasion 
forays to Havana. Summers in Staten 
Island in New York. 

 

 

 

 

 

He maintained an association with the East Neuk, although by that time his family had dispersed from 
Elie and his sister, brothers, etc. were variously in Edinburgh, Elie and indeed in New York. 

He did not appear to be married, but he died in New York and was buried in Florida in 1923. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We also have a copy of his will which is 
very useful in tracking down his family.  
He left the following bequests: 



George Douglas Bonner and Catherine Bonner the children of his sister Christian Pearson or Bonner, 
Susan Pearson widow of his brother Robert and her son Andrew who lived at 4 Church Lane Elie (may 
now be the Vennel) who was also bequeathed all his stock etc of his golf business in USA (which 
suggests that he might have carried on the golf tradition). Mary Pearson, widow of his brother William, 
and her 3 daughters and William Pearson his nephew, and his cousin Jessie Harrower who lived in New 
York.  He bequeathed his house in Pittenweem to Christian Pearson or Bonner, which he acquired by 
disposition by George Douglas Bonner who resided at the bungalow Pittenweem and who disponed it 
to JS in 1905.  It is interesting that George Bonner, the husband of his sister Catherine, should have 
disponed his house in Pittenweem to JS. in 1905.  The valuation roll of 1915 shows JS owning one of the 
houses and it was let out and next door house in Viewforth Place Pittenweem was owned by George 
Bonner.  This is where he was designed as living and certainly his confirmation at Cupar Sheriff Court 
was in these terms:  

 

 

Researched and compiled by Graham Johnston 


