
Isaac Mackie 
(23 September 1880 – 22 June 1963) 

 
Isaac S. Mackie was one of a number of brothers of the Mackie family who were 
natives of Earlsferry.  The family home was Waldeve, which is on the beach front 
between Cross Wynd and Cadgers Wynd.   He apprenticed as a club maker under 
George Forrester. He had an occasional brush with the law in his early years: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He grew to be a tall man of stout build. While in his early 20s he married Annie Schacht, a native-born New 
Yorker. Following his brother Jack—who had emigrated to the United States in 1899—Mackie also made the 
trans-Atlantic journey in 1901. Jack Mackie, (q.v.) was one of the early pioneers in American golf being one 
of the founders of the PGA of America. 

He accepted a job as professional at the Fox Hills Golf Club on Staten Island soon after his arrival and 
remained in that post until 1914. He played a match against Walter Clark in 1905, the result of which is 
unknown. On 13 July 1905 he won an Open Tournament at the Van Cortlandt Park links by shooting 152 on 
a course that had been soaked with rain. He held off joint second-place finishers Willie Anderson and Bernard 
Nicholls who finished at 157. It was the first ever professional tournament held on a public links golf course 
in the United States. He won the 1914 Shawnee Open.  And had various other successes from Foxhills.  
 
In a $500 four-ball match held on 26 August 1905 at Hollywood Golf Club in Deal, New Jersey, Mackie 
partnered with Willie Anderson of the Apawamis Club went on to defeat George Low and Bernard Nicholls. 
The winners were described as being "at the top of their game" as they played before a large gallery. The 
play was described by a writer for the New York Tribune as "the finest exhibition of golf that has ever been 
seen upon the course, and the match was greatly enjoyed". 
Mackie was runner-up to George Low Sr. in the 1906 Metropolitan Open and was victorious in the 1914 
Shawnee Open which was contested at The Shawnee Inn & Golf Resort in Smithfield Township, Monroe 
County, Pennsylvania.  
 



He patented a fixing method for clubheads, as can be seen in his 1914 advertisement, which attempted to 
combine the strength of the socket head with the ‘direction’ of the splice, by minimising the rotation of the 
clubhead on impact.  
 
He came back to Britain in 1910 to play in an 
Anglo-American tournament at Walton Heath ‘to 
create a more friendly union between the 
professionals in this country and those in the 
States’ according to the Manchester Courier which 
was rather odd given that most of the 
participating US professionals, like Mackie, were 
expats. 
 
He was a regular in the US Open between 1901 
and 1921 and won the Eastern PGA Championship 
in 1908 over his home course at Fox Hills. He 
remained there until 1914 with some winter 
sabbaticals, from 1903 he was the “winter pro” at the Lakewood Country Club in New Jersey and he spent 
the winter of 1910-11 at Cape Fear in Wilmington NC. He designed the Hollywood course in Deal, NJ.  
 
Below left from 1905:     Below right July 1905: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Below from 1905 

 

           

 

 
 
 

Interesting that the headline should read that Anderson was beaten rather than highlighting that Mackie 
won. Anderson was very well known at that time.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Lakewood Country Club 
The new links were laid out over 100 gently rolling acres and were ready for play by the spring of 1903. The 
Golf Club’s old course was used in the interim, after which the Laurel-in-the-Pines Hotel ran it as the Pine 
Forest Country Club. Isaac Mackie of Fox Hills served the club as “winter pro”.  
 
Lakewood Country Club’s new course measured 5,810 yards, and did not have a single cop bunker, which 
was unusual for those days. The second and third holes were side-by-side par 3’s that played back and forth 
across the creek.  In 1916, he was appointed the head professional at Canoe Brook Country Club, replacing 
Louis Tellier.  Following the 1915 season, the Club found itself in a difficult situation. The unsatisfactory 
revision of the course had become a source of discontent, and even embarrassment after Canoe Brook head 
professional Louis Tellier shot the course in 63 that summer.  Some members questioned whether Canoe 
Brook was really a “championship course.” The Board moved quickly to alleviate the concern. The following 
is taken from an article in the New York Times on January 30, 1916:   

“Simultaneously with the announcement of the securing of Isaac Mackie as professional at Canoe 
Brook Country Club to succeed Louis Tellier, the former French champion, the officers of the club have 
announced some revolutionary changes in the golf course at that institution which will, according to 
the expressed opinion of the famous Walter J. Travis, place the Canoe Brook course `second to none 
in the Metropolitan district.’”   

 
Canoe Brook's original course was designed by Jack Vickery and the first nine holes opened for play in 1902 
and the second nine followed in 1905.  He left Canoe Brook in 1926. 
 

Fox Hills GC 

Walter White and Isaac Mackie (leaning on his club in 
background) at Foxhills in 1905 

Isaac Mackie (left) at the 1904 U.S. Open with Jack 
Hobens, Alex Ross, and George Thomson 



We are not certain where he went but not long after he acquired Netherwood Golf Course himself and set 
about establishing a golf club there. He certainly had it in 1939 
 

 

 

3rd March 1939 

1949   That arrangement 
obviously fell through and he 
continued until… 

 

1955 1955   



After leaving Netherwood with a pretty good fortune behind him he probably continued the occasional 
teaching and visiting of a golf professional, but he eventually retired to Scotch Plains which is very close to 
Netherwood and lived in Colonial Drive. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
He died childless in 1963.  and his will provided for substantial sum of money to be used for the benefit of 
people in Earlsferry/Elie.  This generous gesture led to the establishing of Isaac Mackie House in Bank Street 
in Elie 
 
His ashes were brought across to Elie and scattered in Elie Bay from a local boat - a fitting tribute to one of 
Earlsferry’s most famous sons. 

 

 

 



 His widow died in 1965 
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