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Toll Green Ownership 
 

Further research by the History Society has shown that Fife Council owns Toll Green; but 
the question remains as to whether this should have been included in the Common Good 
Fund when that list was established by Fife Council.   

In an earlier paper it was hypothesised that Toll Green was common property, simply by 
dint of frequent use by the villagers since the abolition of the Tolls in 1870 or so.  It was 
stated “The maps below represent various snatches from Ordnance Survey  maps of Elie 
from 1855 to the present day”.   

 

 

1894 
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1853 (note pre 1863, so no railway) 

 

 

1964 
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1855 

It is noteworthy that when the toll roads were up and running circa 1855 the toll point, 
weighing machine and fountain are shown but there is no representation of any 
ornamental or garden ground – contrast that with other areas of the map where even in 
1855 it is shown.  The next map after the abolition of the toll roads shows there is clearly a 
gap where Toll Green is now and it only becomes noticeable in 1893 and subsequently – 
some of the maps simply show it as part of the main road but these maps tend to be larger 
scale and motoring maps. The significant ones are 1855 and 1893 et seq which are more 
detailed. The indication was that “The site of the toll house shown in the 1855 maps is in 
effect at the corner of our now Toll Green and the toll bar is shown stretching from it 
northwards”.  This has now been revised in that there is evidence that the house on the 
corner of High Street and Stenton Row was known as the Elie Toll House, but there would 
have been a form of building at the Toll Bar to police the comings and goings and the Toll 
House itself was probably the residence of the toll keeper.  The job of toll keeper came 
with a place to live.  

“The view was that it is also significant that if the area is called Toll Green now it must 
have been as a result of the establishment of a toll bar there so, prior to 1825 when there 
were no toll roads, the area did not have a name because it merely existed as part of the 
main road.  If it did have a name and was discernable as a separate piece of ground there 
would have been reference to it in the notes to the Ordnance Survey of 1853  (see website 
scotlandsplaces.gov.uk), which gave rise to the map of 1855 and there is no reference to it.  
There is, however, a reference to the Toll House.  The suggestion was that prior to the 
erection of the toll house circa 1825 where it is noted in the Ordnance Survey notes as 
belonging to Baird, the then proprietor of Elie Estate (who, we think, was also one of the 
road trustees), there was simply a roadway here and it may well have been used on 
occasion for a market (although Elie was not granted the right to hold a market in contrast 
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to the Royal Burgh of Earlsferry).  That per se did not stop a small market from being 
established, the only difference being that a village that was allowed to have a market 
could charge stallholders for the privilege.  Thus, when the toll booth was taken, the area 
of ground became ornamental purely by use and one of the earlier post cards shows it 
with a fence and trees.  

“ 

This view has been re-inforced by various articles in the newspapers.  This one of 1860 is 
of significance.  
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It is clear from this that in 1860 and probably prior to the toll roads being instituted, this 
was considered to be a common area for the villagers of Elie. This is view is emphasised 
by an  article of 1894 in which there was a report of a meeting about the maintenance of 
Toll Green.   

The article contains the following extract: 

 

This information was supplied by a Mr Jamieson, who was the  factor for the Elie Estate.  It 
would be expected that he knew the correct position. 

Accordingly if the area was acquired as a result of public subscription and handed over to 
the Police Commissioners, it must be ground for the benefit and use of the village.  Elie 
was at that time a Police Burgh and as such ruled and controlled by the Police 
Commissioners.  With subsequent re-organisaton of local government the Police 
Commissioners became Elie Town Council, which joined forces with Earlsferry in 1929 
and then became part of Nort East Fife District Council and subsequently Fife Council.  

This area of ground is therefore owned by Fife Council and held in trust for the citizens of 
Elie.  Thus Fife Council has an obligation to maintain it.  But this then raises a question as 
to whether Toll Green should have been included in the Common Good Fund when that 
list was established by Fife Council.  There may be merit in petitioning Fife Council for 
inclusion of Toll Green in the Common Good Fund. 
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