Alexander Philp
1885 – 1945
Although Alexander Philp (Jnr) does not meet the exact criteria for inclusion in this section he is so
sufficiently identified with Earlsferry as shall be seen to warrant inclusion.
Alexander Philp (snr) was born in 1857 and was the son of Mary Harris later to marry Jamie Braid’s
father. She and his father John Philp a ploughman were not married. He was assumed into the
household at the Grange farm as grandson of Alexander Harris and his wife. He was therefore the
half-brother of Jamie Braid although rather older than him. Here is his birth certificate:

He lived with the Harris family and his mother at Grange Farm initially, but he moved to Edinburgh where in
1884 he married at Newington.

Then in 1885 his son Alexander (jnr) was born in Edinburgh
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The census of 1891 shows him and Alexander Jnr living in Edinburgh and being employed as a drayman.
The census of 1901 shows him as living with the Harris family in Earlsferry
High Street in Linmara aged 16 and employed as a golf club maker. It looks
as if Alexander Jnr was sent off back to Earlsferry for his education and his
apprenticeship. By that time his mother Mary Harris had married and was
living with James Braid snr., Jamie Braid having been born in 1870. Whether
he was with Scott or Forrester we do not currently know but his friendship
with Braid suggest it might have been Forrester.

Thereafter he joined Jamie Braid at Walton Heath as evidenced by this
excerpt from Walton Heath history.

Then he seemed to have stayed in Argentina and been a professional in one
of the clubs there. In addition to his duties as a club professional he also
took a hand in designing courses in South America see this from Uruguay.
We are not sure when he moved clubs but spent most of his career at
Miramar.

Golf Club Argentino
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Miramar Buenos Ayres
This golf club was built in 1930 and it seems likely that Alexander Philp was one of the first professionals. It
coincided with his purchasing Jamieson Place in Leith.
He was permanently at Miramar Links in Buenos Ayres since the valuation and electors roll for Edinburgh
from 1930 onwards show him as retaining 8 Jamieson Place as his abode by citing the Dormy House in
Miramar as his residence.
The hotel Dormy House was built adjacent to the golf course by the Buenos Aires Great Southern Railway,
and later a tunnel was built to provide access to the sea from the hotel. Above is the current club house of
Miramar Links where Alex Philp seemed to have spent most of his professional life in addition obviously to
competing in tournaments. However, whilst his address was given as the Dormy House hotel there, he still
retained his house in Jamieson place in Edinburgh where his mother lived until her death in 1937.
He travelled fairly frequently back and forth to Buenos Ayres.

We are reasonably certain that he died in Edinburgh and was
cremated in 1945.
It is interesting to speculate as to why he should have chosen
South America for his career. A pure guess but it is likely that
by his association with James Braid he could have been
selected to go to Buenos Ayres. At that time Braid (1909) was
the colossus of golf and much in demand but he did not travel
(at least not by boat and little by train and less by car – he suffered from motion sickness).
It is possible therefore that Braid may have been courted by people in South America to plan and lay out their
course and delegated the job to his half-brother. Who knows?
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