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Douglas Pride (Pride/y) Given 
2.2.1883 – July1931 

 

The two Given families of Elie and Earlsferry make life difficult for the researcher since they had 
children both called David. Our particular concern here is Douglas PRIDE Given although it is referred 
to a Pridy as well.  He was born on 2nd February 1883 and his father David and mother Jane then 
lived in Park Place in Elie. In 1901 however they are living at Kirk Road, Enfield cottage. 

They married in 1871 in Leven. He is described there as being a shoemaker but at Douglas’ birth he 
is designed as letter carrier and we assume he went on to become 
a postman.  This is where the plot gets complicated.   The other 
Given, David, seems also to have been the son of David and Jane 
and his birth certificate shows the address of Bonnington House in 
Bank Street. It is clear now that Douglas is the younger brother of 
David Affleck Given(q.v.)   which 
conforms to the newspaper 
articles indicating that they had 
played together at Bogside 
when Douglas was pro at 
Barassie.  

Douglas was proficient and 
active in Earlsferry thistle at this 
time featuring often in reported 
results (see inset right). 

 

And this in 1902……“Messrs D. A. Paterson and W. Sims are the finalists for the Coronation Cap. Like the 
Craigforth Challenge Cup, the gift of his brother the late Lieut. Outhwaite, the trophy presented by Mr 
Outhwaite is proving a capital field for the display of the Ferry's best golf. Then the play of A. Paterson, for 
instance, on Friday, the critics could desire no finer exhibition. He was out in 39, an eight at one hole 
notwithstanding. He holed out in 80, and it is indicative of the hard nut he had to crack that this play only 
ousted A. Philp (q.v.) by 2up and one play. W. Sims caught D. A. Given a trifle off his game, give. and-take 
marked the round, till his odds of 3 enabled Sims to claim the tie on the seventeenth green, 3 up and 1 to play. 
Not lees engrossing was the issue of the June competition for the medal.  These 80's were returned, D. A. 
Given and D. A. Paterson, scratch men, and A. Sunter, 7 odds, having this score. Next best were Douglas Given, 
88, less 6-82, and R. Bald, 92, lees 10-83.  
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By the following year he seems to have been considered a professional hence this from Montrose 
in 1904 

 

 

He was trained as a golf club maker, but we are not sure if it was under Forrester or Scott. However, 
he seems to have been appointed pro, etc., at Barassie in 1904 rather at the same time as his elder 
brother was appointed to Bogside.  

GOLF. MR DOUGLAS MacEwan, 
Musselburgh, is to take part in 
the tournament that takes place 
at Bogside today and to-
morrow, and in the first round is 
to play Mr. Douglas Given, 
Barassie. 14th October 1904. 

He then leaves Fife and goes 
south where he marries……in 
1912. 

Here he is described as a golf 
club maker and in 1912 in Surrey 

and his address is given as Sunningdale.  I suppose it is highly likely that as a golf club maker he 
would have been in demand at Sunningdale and it is not unreasonable to assume that workers of 
this nature very often lived pretty close to their place of employment. 
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We have not managed to find any reference to his golfing prowess when in Surrey and it seems 
more likely that he was just employed as a golf club maker rather than as golf professional. 

He and Alice had four children none of whom followed in father’s golfing footsteps.  Douglas died in 1931 
but in 1939 his widow and the two Given boys were still living in Sunningdale. 

1939 

His wife did not die until 1978 but remained in Surrey. 

But his son Douglas seems to have been an early Barista! 

He actually went on to own and run a grocers shop in 
Sunningdale but the business fell foul of the growth of 
supermarkets.  He died in 1999. 
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