
William Webster Latto 
1873 – 1935 

 

William Webster, later to be called William Latto, was born in Earlsferry on 27th February 1873. 

It can be seen from this that his father’s name is not put on the certificate. His father was actually 
Alexander Latto, a merchant seaman, but it is pretty certain his mother never married his father (but see 
later).  However, William assumed the name of Latto and he lived with the Webster** family in Ivy 
Cottage, Ferry Road (formerly German’s Wynd).  In the 1901 census he is designed as a green keeper. 
William attended Earlsferry school – he was living in the High Street in Earlsferry at this point and no 
doubt met and played golf with James Braid.  In 1902 he took part in a professional golf competition at 
Elie where he was designed as being a professional golfer playing out of Earlsferry.  He was probably a 
member of Earlsferry Thistle.  However, he later became professional at Crieff golf club, and it may have 
been as a result of his meeting Peter Rainsford the then Crieff professional in 1902 competition. 

He was there until 1910 where he was then professional and green keeper at Ardeer Golf Club in 
Ayrshire, where he died on 19th July 1935.  He married Sarah Swannie in November 1910 she was from 
North Ronaldsay.  **There was another William Webster of golfing renown (q.v.) 

NOTES AND GAMES.  Wm. Latto, the new professional at Ardeer, comes with an excellent reputation as 
a greenkeeper and player. A native of Elie Latto, who by the way. was schoolfellow of Elie’s greatest 
golfing product, James Braid, might be said to have been “teethed on golf clubs,” and he knows the game 
from beginning to end. He has had a varied experience. He was at one time engaged at the Cathcart 
Castle Club’s well-known course, which he laid out and he has also had experience at a private English 
course, Kidderminster course, at Elie at the West Chester (U.S.A.) County Club’s course*, and Crieff. 
which left to come to Ardeer. after four years’ experience there. He holds the record for the latter 
course, which is a nine hole one, with the excellent score of 33.  Latto is also a splendid club-maker and 



repairer and should give entire satisfaction to his new club. [Ardrossan and Saltcoats Herald October 
1910.] 

*West Chester County Golf Course might well be Dunwoodie Golf Course nowadays.  If so, there is a 
connection here between Latto and another Earlsferry man Chris Sunter, who was professional there in 
1920s.  At this time West Chester County was the site of a few fledgling golf clubs in the Hudson Valley 
so it is difficult to know which one Latto may have been at, although it seems likely he was there a fairly 
short time.  There would have been a Scottish connection with all these clubs in the Hudson valley. 

In 1901 census he is shown as living in Germans Wynd with his grandmother, and he is designed as a 
green keeper, so we can probably assume that this was his primary function and the golf club making 
may have been a side job. 

 

The valuation roll of Crieff in 1915 shows: 

 

 

When he moved to Ardeer he lived in the actual club house (left). 



 

He died in 1935 at Ardeer golf club where he was still living.  
He was survived by his wife. 

 

 
 
 

WELL-KNOWN EAST FIFE GOLFER DEAD FORMERLY OF CRIEFF. A well-known East of Fife golfer, William W. 
Latto died after a brief illness at Ardeer Golf House, Stevenston. He had been greenkeeper and instructor at 
Ardeer for the past 16 years. Prior to joining the Ayrshire club was professional at Crieff. A native of Elie, he was 
a schoolfellow with James Braid, the famous golfer. During his stay at Ardeer, he was a general favourite with 
the members, among whom he was recognised a first-class player. He is survived by his widow. His funeral takes 
place to Kilconquhar Cemetery to-day.  [July 1935.] 
 
The value of his estate in today’s equivalent is £158,000.  There seems to have been a good living made 
from the profession.  His wife went back to live in North Ronaldsay after his death and we assume that 
she would have to have moved out of the golf club provided house.  She died in 1949 without children.  

Footnote 
Although Mary Webster never married William’s father, she did marry John Adamson on 12th June 1879 
aged 35.  She died giving birth on 5th February 1880. 
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