WILLIAM CHARLES BALD THOMSON
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He and his family lived in Links View Cottage. There is no doubt he served an apprenticeship as a
golf club maker, but we do not know whether it was with Scott or Forrester although he was a time
served golf clubmaker at least by 1931. He was as usual a prominent golfer in Elie and Earlsferry
and won a number of medals of the golf club. But he shot to prominence when he won the Eden
Tournament at St Andrews in 1931 beating T. Rodger of St. Andrews in the final. By all reports this
was not a classic final, but it served to suggest to Bill Thomson that a career could be made as a
professional golfer standing his experience as a club maker and no doubt reports from his
contemporaries. 1931

It looks as if he turned professional (although in these days the requirements were rather less
stringent) and shortly thereafter joined Royal Berkshire at Ascot as an assistant. Then in 1933 this
newspaper report appeared:
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He played in a number of professional tournaments out of Bradley Hall and lived in Elland in
Yorkshire until 1940 when this report appeared:

We are not sure how long he was at Southport, but it is significant that he lived in at 7 Windsor
Road Southport before 1950. By then he had two daughters. Isobel born in 1938 and Susan born

in 1947.
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We cannot find reference to anything he may have done at Southport
which is not surprising during the war.

However in 1950 he and his family set off for Canada . Whether he left on 3 ; i
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before moving to Southwood golf club in Winnipeg in Manitoba, where he remained for 20 years
eventually retiring as Professional emeritus in 1975.

In the meantime his first wife Connie had died and he remarried Ida Thomson, who died in 1989.
He lived in Holly Avenue in Winnipeg.



WILLIAM CHARLES THOMSON Friends and family are saddened to announce the
death of William (Bill) Thomson at Victoria General Hospital on Friday, May 25, 2001.
Born in Eagles Ferry, Fyfeshire on May 5, 1920, Bill immigrated to Canada in 1950
following a career as a Professional Golfer in Scotland and later England. He resumed
his golf career as Head Professional at Port Arthur Golf and Country Club in Thunder
Bay, followed by 20 years as Head Professional at Southwood Golf & Country Club. Bill
received the title of Professional Emeritus on his retirement in 1975 and participated in
the Bill Thomson Invitational Golf Tournament which continued for some 25 years. Bill is
survived by his daughter Susan of Naples, FL and was predeceased by his daughter
Isabelle and his wife Connie, and second wife Ida. A service to commemorate his life will
be held on Tuesday, May 29 at 10:30 a.m. at Neil Bardal Inc., 984 Portage Ave., entrance
on Aubrey Street with Mrs. Catherine Kinsman officiating. His honorary pallbearers will be
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