
David Duncan 
1862-1918 

There were a number of Duncans in Earlsferry and Elie about this time.  David and his brother John 
(Jack) were the sons of David and Jane(otherwise)Jean Duncan and David was born in Earlsferry in 
1862.  

 
His father died shortly before he was born as a result of an embankment collapsing whilst working 
on the railway line to Elie. 

[Edinburgh News and Literary chronicle 22nd November 1862] 

[Dunfermline Saturday press 29h November 1862] 



But he had one brother called John who became professional at Stirling GC (q.v) 

We are not sure where in Earlsferry they lived when David was born but it looks very much as if after 
his father died the family that is mother Jane (Jean) and his siblings George and John lived at 12 
Liberty at least until David and earlier John had moved away from Elie. 

He initially trained as a tailor but was a successful amateur golfer with the Thistle Club playing in a 
number of matches. We are not sure he did an apprenticeship with Forrester but his prowess as a 
golfer may have made him decide to seek his future in the profession. At that time word was about 
that a good living could be made from the burgeoning activity of golf.  There were good livings to 
me be made by those who knew the game and the Duncans as were most Earlsferry men in that 
category. 

 He probably was semi-professional at that point getting prize money etc.  He went south to 
Northampton in about 1895 at the quite elderly age of 33, which suggests that his lack of 
employment in Earlsferry made him change tack and he became professional at Northampton Golf 
Club, which seems to have been established in 1893 or so.  

THE Northampton Golf Club, which was started about two years ago, has been. compelled, 
owing to the quantity of grass which grew this last season, to remove its links, and on 
Tuesday last week, Tom Morris came down and laid out a fresh course on what appears to 
be a most eligible site, in the immediate neighbourhood of the town, on land commonly 
known as the Hills and Hollows. The grass never grows to any length, and the soil is very light 
and sandy. The course will be a most sporting one, and, as the veteran says, altogether it will 
be as good as any in the Midlands. It was hoped that Old Torn would have been present at 
the annual dinner, which was held the previous week. but as he was unable to get down that 
week, a few of the more ardent members of the club entertained him at a small dinner given 
on Wednesday last when an enjoyable evening was spent. His tenure was not without 
incident. [Golf 21st December 1894] 

 He seemed to have made an impression: 

NORTHAMPTON GOLF CLUB. LADIES' AUTUMN MEETING. The competition connection with 
the autumn meeting the lady members the Northampton Golf Club commenced on 
Thursday at the links on the Kettering Road. The first event was a competition for challenge 
belt*, presented by Mr J. W. Janson, open to ladies affiliated to any Golf Club 
Northamptonshire, the second prize being memento given by the Northampton Golf Club, 
value one guinea. The green was in excellent condition, which was owing much to the 



exertions of Duncan, the club professional. There were 14 competitors, and play 
commenced at half-past one. [Northampton Mercury Oct 1897.] 

*one can hardly envisage the ladies of the golf club wearing a challenge belt….! 

Fire at Northampton Golf Links. rather serious fire was discovered on Tuesday at the 
pavilion on the Golf Links on the Kettering-road, Northampton, which are occupied by the 
Northampton Golf Club, and before it could be extinguished the pretty and commodious 
pavilion was completely demolished. The pavilion was a wooden building 17 feet by 12 feet, 
roofed partly with wood and partly with corrugated iron, and it was replete with every 
convenience for golfers. The fire was caused defective stove-pipe…. Mr. Cox, of Moulton, 
was the first to notice anything wrong, and the manager (Mr. Duncan) was informed. He 
despatched Thomas Lewis, of Kingsley Park, for the Northampton Fire Brigade. Inspector 
Busby received the call at 8.33 and the tender was quickly manned and on the scene. Both 
property and stock are insured, but the total amount of the insurance, will not cover the 
damage. [Northampton Mercury July 1899.] 

We are not sure how long he stayed at Northampton, but although he married Lucy Pegler who was 
a nurse in Staines in 1896, he must have stayed on in Northampton at least until the fire.  There 
seem to have been no children.  

 He moved to Staines and lived with her parents whilst she worked as a domestic nurse.  It is not 
clear what he did in this part of the world but he was designed as a professional golfer and lived 
quite close to a number of golf courses at which some of Earlsferry friends and contemporaries had 
been stationed, e.g., West Middlesex C.R. Smith et al.  Indeed, in 1911 James Braid redesigned West 
Middlesex Golf Course and it may be that Duncan was part of that but the census reports that he 
was in business on his own account which suggests that he may have been a teacher giving lessons 
wherever required on a fee earning basis or competing on the “circuit”, although we cannot find 
any reference to his exploits. 

We wonder the significance of him living with his in laws in Staines in 1911 whilst his wife, who is 
designed as a nurse, seems to have been living in Westminster.  Where she was living at the time 
suggests that she was employed at that house as a nurse but the other occupants were a 25 year 
old mother and 1-year-old child and a domestic servant so she may have been “nanny” to the child. 

 
The lady’s husband who was not present in 1911 at the census was Oscar Julian Steinhart (later 
Stannard) who was a metallurgist and judging by the address was probably well off. Who knows?  



However, Duncan died in Stirling Royal infirmary on 20 July 1918 at the age of 56 and we assume 
from that he was living at that time with his brother.  His wife never remarried and died in Surrey in 
1969. 

[14th May 1897] 

[1911] 

 

 

 

Researched and compiled by Graham Johnston 


