The Pearson Family

John S. Pearson
1867-1923
There were, in the 1891 census, about five families of Pearsons living in Elie and Earlsferry. We are
particularly concerned with John otherwise John S., Andrew and George.
David married Anne Tulloch and they had 11 children – the eldest was Ann born in 1848 then Alex
then John born 1851, David, Robert, William, Thomas, Christian, James, Euphemia and George born
in 1870. They lived in Rose Cottage in Earlsferry High Street and we think it was the house two along
from Cadgers Wynd rather than the Rose Cottage at Chapel Green Road – since the former was
much larger for a family of 13.

Then there was Andrew married Catherine and they had four children, the youngest was John
Stewart who was born in 1864 but he was born in the Isle of Skye. His parents (his father Andrew
was an estate worker) eventually moved to Elie and they were living at 21 High Street in 1891.
Then there was Robert who married Susan and had three children one of whom was Andrew born
in 1881 and the family lived in 4 The Vennel, Elie.
J.S. Pearson figures considerably in the American Newspapers, especially in Florida at Ocala, and he
is buried there having died in New York in 1923. Our researches show that three of the above
became professional golfers with differing degree of success. However, confusion arises in relation
to John Stewart Pearson. Whilst we know that a man of that name became a professional golfer,
we are aware that this John Stewart Pearson was born in 1867 or 1868. The reason we know this is
that a J.S. Pearson golf professional died in 1923 in New York, was buried in Ocala in Florida and had
a cottage in Pittenweem which he called Ocala cottage. His gravestone in Florida indicated that he
was aged 55 and died in 1923. That would make his date of birth 1868/7 so he cannot be the JS

who was born in the Isle of Skye in 1864. Equally, it could not have been John son of David and Ann
who was born in 1851 and in any event, John died in 1912.
The information we have is that he went first of all to the West Middlesex Club at Southall in 1895
which may well have been assistant to the then professional also from Elie, C. Ralph Smith (q.v.). He
seemed to regularly play in tournaments. It is difficult to get information about the West Middlesex
Club now as it has just been sold in administration (for £2.5m). However, we know that he went
across to USA and seemed to spend his time in Florida in the winter and New York or thereby in the
summer. He died in New York in 1923 and was buried in Florida. At least this information is based
initially on the reference by Peter Georgiady of Antique Golf Clubs of Scotland, who says that John
S Pearson went to West Middlesex and then to USA. He suggests that he learnt his golf in Elie.
There is reference to a James Pearson having gone to Ocala golf club and when this John Stewart
Pearson died in 1923 his address is shown as Ocala Cottage Viewforth Place Pittenweem. It seems
therefore this John S Pearson is the chap referred to and who had various travel arrangements. So
far as we can see he went to America, probably 1899 or so, and thereafter he was active as a golf
professional in Florida and also NY state and Illinois.
We concluded therefore that this John Stewart Pearson must have been someone other than the
one born in the Isle of Skye and this was re-enforced by the terms of his will. He mentions various
brothers and sister and cousins all of whom were the product of David and Ann’s family. It seemed
to us therefore that this John S Pearson looked upon David and Ann’s family as his own. Further
investigation revealed the birth of a John Pearson in 1868 from which it can be seen that he was
born in Scoonie (Leven).

It is clear that his mother was the eldest of David and Ann’s family. It often happened in these days
that the child of an errant daughter would be brought up by the family as if the grandparents were
the true parents. This is what we think happened here. We first pick him up as a joiner aged 15 in
the 1881 census. In 1894 he was in Elie because he competed
in the Elie Athletic games in the summer of that year where
he was second in the long driving contest and he is noted
there as a professional from West Middlesex. In 1898 he
competed in a tournament in Carnoustie and there he is said
to be from Southall GC which actually is West Middlesex Golf
Club.
And it is significant that the three other members of that
household were all Scottish

What we also know from 1895
So tracking that back he must have joined Brockenhurst
in 1890 or so. He certainly played in a number of
exhibition games and tournaments between 1890 and
1900 being attached to West Middlesex Golf Club, which
was the forerunner of West Middlesex and Southall Golf
Clubs.
We next find him America having travelled there probably
about 1899, although we cannot find his entry. He
appears in an article in 1900 at the opener of a golf club in
Illinois called Homewood. He seems to be the first
professional and his previous history ties in with our
research.
Since Homewood and most of the courses north of New
York were only playable in the summer most professionals
“wintered” in sunnier climes. JS started going to Ocala in
Florida in about 1900 and every year until his death he
spent time there as a golf professional. He became a bit of
a local personality his every (almost) move being
chronicled in the newspapers. It does however give a
clear insight as to his comings and goings. He stayed with
Homewood for only two years we think before he joined
Richmond County Golf Club.
However we have one item of evidence that suggests
that there was more than one J.S. Pearson plying his
trade in north america at this time.
This (right) from 1902. It seems strange that the
competition should be hosted by J.S. Pearson instructor
at Ocala and yet there is a professional competition later
that day between J.S. Pearson of Homewood and others.
It is possible that there were two J.S. Pearsons but we
cannot find any evidence that they ever both completed
1904

in the same tournament so we suggest that this report from the Boston Globe of 1902 is ambiguous
and that the two JSPs are one and the same person.

Richmond County golf club is in Staten Island in N.Y and we
also know that he was playing in a tournament in New York
in 1904 where he is said to be attached to Ampersand Golf
club which was also on Staten Island. We think he probably
had appointments at both. He still wintered in Ocala and
seems to have been part of a syndicate called the Plant
System. This was a syndicate organised and managed by J.D.
Dunn originally from North Berwick who promoted a
number of tournaments and also assigned various
professionals to their winter quarters.

In 1910 he seemed to move north to Illinois and was
establishing the Lake Shore County Club, which is on the
shore of the Lake Michigan 15 miles north of Chicago. He
came back across the Atlantic in 1909 and returned in 1910 and significantly his destination in the
ship manifest was Glencoe Illinois which is slightly south of Lake Shore. In 1912 he was leaving Ocala
and going back to Chicago. Whilst in Florida he was wont to travel between Florida and Cuba on a
number of occasions between 1912 and 1921. He seemed to have interests also in New York and
often his return heralded from Florida to New York and on one occasion to West Orange County in
New Jersey. In effect he seemed to have a fairly peripatetic existence he was merely a boarder with
a family in Florida and we have no record of any property in New York or Chicago.

In 1921 he returned back to Elie in April of that year which may have been significant because his
mother died in early 1922. But that event may well also have precipitated him making a will which
he did in Edinburgh in October 1921 very shortly before he returned to the United States. It is from
the terms of his will that we were able to establish that he was a “son” of David and Ann of Rose
Cottage.
He was not married and had a stroke in New York in 1923 from which he subsequently died. His
wish to be buried in Ocala was carried out. He actually was quite a wealthy man and at a rough
estimate his estate was worth about $10,000 in 1923 - which equates to about $160,000 today.

We also have a copy of his will which is very useful in tracking down his family. He left the following
bequests:
George Douglas Bonner and Catherine Bonner the children of his sister Christian Pearson or Bonner, Susan
Pearson widow of his brother Robert and her son Andrew (q.v.) who lived at 4 Church Lane Elie (may now
be the Vennel) who was also bequeathed all his stock etc of his golf
business in USA which suggests that he might have carried on the golf
tradition. Mary Pearson widow of his brother William and her 3
daughters and William Pearson his nephew, and his cousin Jessie
Harrower who lived in New York. He bequeathed his house in
Pittenweem to Christian Pearson or Bonner which he acquired by
disposition by George Douglas Bonner who resided at the bungalow
Pittenweem and who disponed it to JS in 1905. This is interesting that
George Bonner the husband of his sister Catherine should have
disponed his house in Pittenweem to JS. in 1905. The valuation roll of
1915 shows JS owning one of the houses and it was let out and next
door house in Viewforth Place Pittenweem was owned by George
Bonner. This is where he was designed as living and certainly his
confirmation at Cupar Sheriff Court was in these terms:

This is his gravestone in Florida.
This would relate only to his estate n Scotland.
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