George Peebles Elder
1878 – 1956
There is much confusion with this guy because there seems to be two George Elders about the same
time. The one we are interested in is George Peebles Elder since that was his mother’s maiden name.
His father is shown as being a joiner initially and living in St Johns in Earlsferry High street.

George was born in 1879. He was born in 1878 although, being the 27th December, his birth was not
registered until January 1879. His wife’s maiden name was Cochrane and she came from
Dennistoun. They were married in Denniston Glasgow in 1907 but his address there is shown as Fox
Rock Dublin. He is designed as a golf club maker. Before 1900 that he was assistant to Jamie Braid
at Walton Heath and may have come with him from Romford but he died in Australia in 1956 but
we are at a loss for the intervening period. According to one report in 1903 he seems to have
resigned from Hamburg and so took up somewhere else in 1903….. while it was only the other day
George Elder resigned his post near Hamburg…….
We are assuming that this is the right George Elder
We have received information from Foxrock History society which accords with his presence at
Dublin until 1908.

Thereafter it is a bit piecemeal. The 1900 census shows a George Elder as living in Walton Heath,

which might accord with his employment as a golf club maker. We think that he is the George Elder
who won the Craigforth Challenge cup in Earlsferry Thistle in 1899. He beat Isaac Mackie who was
a contemporary.
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He is shown as having travelled across to Canada in 1904, but there is no record of what he did in
Canada. He was still employed at Foxrock until 1908, so he must have come back from Canada.

In 1925 he went to Australia with his wife and we are pretty certain he is identifiable in that the
ship’s manifest as it shows his address as c/o Cochrane in Dennistoun.
His destination after 1908 when he left Ireland is impossible to find currently. We have come across
a passage for himself and his wife from New Zealand in 1924, although what he was doing there we
do not currently know however he then went to Australia in 1925 and that is where he stayed until
his death in 1956.

There is no record of him on the golf course when he went to Australia as he is designed as a painter
and in subsequent electoral rolls he is shown as living in 18 Kerr Avenue, Camberwell in Victoria and
as late as 1933 he is still living in Tooreak and designed as a painter.
His wife also lived in that address except for one electoral roll when she seems to be at a different
address from him but that have been some form of estrangement – they did not appear to have any
children.
He died in Victoria Australia in 1956 though we do not have exact information about that. We have
not been able to trace his wife subsequent to that but we still look.
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