George Pearson
1870 -1955
George was born in Earlsferry on 14th November 1870 and so far as can be told he was born in Rose
Cottage in Earlsferry High Street. He was from a large family: Ann (1847–1922), Alexander (18491924), John (1851–1936), David (1853–1936), Sarah (1854) Euphemia (1855), Robert (1858-1932),
William (1860–1932), Thomas (1865), James (1868), George and Grace. We can find no trace of any
of his exploits locally.

We know he married Emily Smith in 1894 at Higham Oxtead when we assume he was at Rochester
Golf Club in Kent. He was professional at Rochester GC prior to his move to the USA. and preceded
Robert F Walker.
Rochester Golf Club (Oakleigh Course), Higham. The professionals were; C Crawford 1891-2, G
Pearson* 1892-96, R F Walker 1896–1912, E N Kettley 1913 and A R Andrews 1914.

We know that he crossed the Atlantic to USA and from the New York census of 1915 he was
supposed to have emigrated in 1896.

1905 census shows him at New Jersey.

In 1915 New York census he is shown as having been in US for 18 years, which means he must have
emigrated in 1896 shortly after leaving Rochester. He is shown as arriving in 1897 and in 1897
playing in a tournament attached to Rockaway Hunt Club, which has an interesting history. It was
originally a polo club but in 1896 they built a golf course and it looks very much as if George Pearson
may have been instrumental on bringing on the fledgling golf course. In 1897 he entered for the US
open.

We have information that he entered for the US Open on four occasions. 1897,1898, 1905 and
1907.
And in December 1897 here:

By 1900 he seeems to be at the Albany Coutry Club and it is noticable
that he would be wintering in Ocala (see J.S. Pearson)
In 1906 he seems to have moved to Forest Hill Golf Club NJ, which
was very much in its infancy having recently been started. He is
shown as being there for professional tournament. In 1909 he took
part in a tournament at Nassau.
In 1910 he was shown as living Nutley Ward 2 Essex New Jersey
where he is designed as a “Clerk maker” but the manuscript clearly
says “club”, and there is reference to his wife and daughter living in Lynchburg VA, but no sign of
him.
He is designed as a golf instructor and his entry in newspapers about that time refer to him as being
the pro at Lynchburg Country Club although that no longer seems to exist. We cannot find him
exactly in the 1920 census and he may have been on tour. But that entry is interesting as it shows
that there is new baby under a year told living there
ostensibly being the daughter of Emily but we are pretty
clear that George K Pearson was Jessie his daughter’s
daughter. Emily and child are shown going back to
Scotland in 1927 but George and Emily appear to have
stayed on for a year or two before 1928 when he
resigned from Oakwood

Oakwood CC
and he returned to Scotland in 1929:

Emily died in 1942 and she is designed as married to George Pearson Golf Professional retired.
Whilst there may have in the 1940s been a more than one George Pearson in Earlsferry, he seemed
at that time to be the proprietor of a number of houses. Fairview and Ampersand were two of them
but of course they are built on the extended feu of Rose Cottage from Earlsferry High Steet.
He died in Rose Cottage Earlsferry on 29th January 1955 and is buried in Kilconquhar churchyard.
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