JOHN BRUCE MACKIE (Jack)
1878 - 1953
John Bruce Mackie (Jack) was the eldest of the four Mackie brothers who
had a huge influence on the development of the game in USA. Although
he was born in the west his family moved to Earlsferry shortly after he
was born and to all intents and purposes we are treating him as an
Earlsferry son. His father was a journeyman mason and they lived in Waldeve on the shore at
Earlsferry. Whilst all four Mackie brothers were successful in the USA it was Jack who pioneered
the way by arriving in New York in 1899 although we cannot find a record of his arrival. He was the
first professional and involved in the layout of Roseville N.J.

1906
Later, George Pearson was professional there. He then
moved to Dinwoodie and in 1916 he moved to Inwood.
This is from the Inwood website:
……… ….. Jack Mackie, whose tenure began in 1917.
Mackie improved the course further, bringing it to
championship caliber. An important figure in American
golf, he was vice president of the PGA for two years, and
treasurer for ten. He retired from Inwood in 1950,

Inwood Golf Club (below).

He was also heavily involved in golf administration in the
New York area (left).

1905 with Isaac 1952 and famous
story of the moving oak tree

Inwood was where Bobby Jones won his first major, the 1923 US Open, but it was Jack Mackie’s
instant architecture at the USPGA in 1921 which springs to mind when Inwood is mentioned, Walter
Hagen had found a strategy to play the 17th by driving up the parallel fairway on the 18th. The
evening before the championship began Mackie and a greenkeeper dug up a fifteen-foot weeping
willow in the woods by the 16th fairway and replanted it to divide the fairways. On arriving at the
tee Hagen remarked that he had never seen such fast-growing trees. Two minutes later the wind
caught the supporting wires and the tree fell leaving the 18th fairway open to Hagen.

He died three years later in 1953 .

118 Bayview Avenue, the family home
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