JOHN BRUCE MACKIE (Jack)
1878 - 1953

John Bruce Mackie (Jack) was the eldest of the four Mackie brothers who
had a huge influence on the development of the game in USA. Although
he was born in the west his family moved to Earlsferry shortly after he
was born and to all intents and purposes we are treating him as an
Earlsferry son. His father was a journeyman mason and they lived in Waldeve on the shore at
Earlsferry. Whilst all four Mackie brothers were successful in the USA it was Jack who pioneered
the way by arriving in New York in 1899 although we cannot find a record of his arrival. He was the
first professional and involved in the layout of Roseville N.J.

Jack Mackie has been engaged as professional
of the Yountakah Country Club. He will take

ha of the Nutley greens on March 15. He,
g\urf)eeen the professional at the Roseville Golf

Club for several years.

1906

Later, George Pearson was professional there. He then
moved to Dinwoodie and in 1916 he moved to Inwood.
This is from the Inwood website:

.............. Jack Mackie, whose tenure began in 1917.
Mackie improved the course further, bringing it to
championship caliber. An important figure in American
golf, he was vice president of the PGA for two years, and
treasurer for ten. He retired from Inwood in 1950,

Inwood Golf Club (below).




He was also heavily involved in golf administration in the
New York area (left).

-DUNCAN STARS AT GOLF

1905 with Isaac 1952 and famous
story of the moving oak tree

DUNCAN LOSES GOLF MATCH,
BUT IS INDIVIDUAL STAR

Isaac Mackie and Herbert Strong Defeat Aterdeen
Visitor and Jack Mackie by Perfect

Team

Work.

George Duncan s a Scotchman, long

(turn, In the o

(that of elther of his opponent's, yet the

and rangy of bulld and a phenomenal
golfer.  For the past few weeks he hie
been playing In  exhibition bhest ball
matchos with the leading professionals
of thia country, and has invariably came
out at the top. Yesterday at (he Dun-
woodle Golf Club, the visiting pro, had
for a partner Young Jack Mackie, the
home club professional, and although
Duncan made the best individual score of
the day, they were beaten by 4 up and 2
10 play by Herbert Strong of Apawamis
and Isaac Mackle of FPox Hills,

Jack Mackle made the best individual
score in the morning hall of the thirty-
six bole mateh, and It was largely due
to him that his side was | up at the
ornoon, Dune
vidual score was four strokes

Fox Hills and Apawamis professionals
took the lead almost immediately aftor
the resumption of play.

Mackie and Strong Fitted In Per-
fectly.

It was & case of two hoads belng bet-
ter than one, for Isaac Muckic und Strong
fitted In perfectly togethor. Individually
they made many mistakes, but never co-
tucidentally, 0  that one or the
other was able to either equal or better
the score of Duncan. The Intividual eard
of the latter for the afternoon round also
represonts the best ball seore for him-
sell and hls partner, whercas the best
ball score of lsaac Mackie and Strong
was nine strokes lower than the Individ- |
ual effort of the Fox Hills man, and ton |
strokes under that of the Apawamis vx-

port.

Duncan proved himaelf the best golfer
of the quartet,  All of them got & long
ball from the tee, but Duncan’s waa
nearly always the best. When It eamas
to fust play, and none of the profession-
als concerned in the mateh can be tormod
slow, Duncan agaln shone. Whether try-
Ing to get distance on the fulr green, or
golng after a long putt, Dyne
speedy and apparently carcless a
custom,  Sometimos  the Aberdeen man '
would be playing a short before the ball |
of ono of the other players hud stopped
rolling, and In consequence (hoy went the |
distance In record time for u best ball
mateh, |

1t was noticeahls even to the most |
easual oye that therea was raln in New
York yesterdny, and Dunwoodie was no |

excoption. 1t did not begin untll fately |8 ong
Iate In the afternoon, however, and notiin ...

a member of the gallery pormitted the
storm to Interfere with his watching the
finlsh of the match. They all went to the
bitter and bedraggled end and enjoyed
""’h minute of an exceptionally rlvnri
mateh,

Always Ready to Help Out. 1

The extent to which Isane Mackie and |
Stroug asslated each other may be soen |
at A glance at the score. In the afters
noon round, up to the wsixteenth hole,’
where the match was concluded, the in.
dividual scores of the two men were
only allke at three holes, At the fourth
both got down in 4 and at the thirteenth
and fourteenth each got a 3 and o 4 ‘l'hll'
was remarkable team work and the best’
bell score at 66 waa something pretty |
hard to heat.

After the match was over and the four |
men were going to the sevanteonth, Jack
Mackie got Into a bunker. The othorl

three reached the green o 2. It In 488
yards from tee ta pin.  Of the three
Strong was the only one (o use wood
his second shot, and then Duncan wdded
to the pleasure of the moment by run-
ning down a thirty-foot putt for a 3.
Jack Mackie had done the same thing at
this hole during the morning round.
Although Duncan and his partoer were
the first to win & hole, they soon lost tha
advantage, and at the turn in the first
half of the match the Mackie-Strong com<
biuation was slightly in the lead. They
increased this at the eleventh and thir-
tecnth, Isane Mackio pitching & mashlo
shot dead at the Intter hole.
changed at the fourteenth and the Dun-
can sido came In for a succesalon of four
boles, which put them 1 up at the close
of the round.

Halved First Five Holes.

The afternoon round opened with fiva
halved holes, Duncan playing spectacular
KOl At the aixth Strong came to the
fore and won the hole with a ffteen-foot
putt for a 4. Thisa squared the mateh,
Isane Mackie, not to be outdone, ran
down a twelye-footer at the seventh for
A 2 and Strong came back at the elghth
with & fine 3. Jack Mackie had driven
out of hounds.

There was no beating this sort of golf
and Duncan was playing a lone hand, (o
i certaln extent He and his partper
turned two down, but at the tenth Dun-
can made a seosatiooal plteh out of a
bunker dead o the pin and won the
hole with a 3. At the eleventh Strong
ran down his second Aftesn-foot putt and
won the hale, his side becoming dormie
at the fifteonth, the result of & good .ﬁ;
proach and putt by Isane Mackte, Wl
also won the sixteenth, which terminat-
od the match

Thery wan a special prigse for the best
individual medal score of the afternoon
mateh and all the players holed out
thelr putts. Duncan was wuch the best,
having a 70 to his eredit. Isaac Mackio
was next with a 74
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N

4 ROUND

o

reee & 532542334
Dancan and J. Mackie
Om sreee. A 343533440
strong and I Mar
" i
‘D
in

-0

AMTERN
HStrong and 1. Markie:
our ., e M I3 -0
Duncan and J. Mackio
1 45348

. e 013438 - G
Duncan and J. Mackle
s 3 01 03433608 0
Individual scoros:
MORNING ROUND,

‘.)Mrh s

{3 14304 1 &M

ln' 4443424358 N

out . .ttactdl:c—:

lul 542408344 k8]
M

on 842000840

Ln 131334408
Btrong:

out €430 034 -0

In U R o I

NOON ROUND,

In

Out P S O R N B |

ln'u. 143400243388 M
M

Out 10 4408240
‘4..............lllIl‘il'—' W
trong

Out [ R O I

I REOPER P14 4d 08 B8
1. Mack

Out .. 244046238 40

In ... 11 43553862




Inwood was where Bobby Jones won his first major, the 1923 US Open, but it was Jack Mackie’s
instant architecture at the USPGA in 1921 which springs to mind when Inwood is mentioned, Walter
Hagen had found a strategy to play the 17th by driving up the parallel fairway on the 18th. The
evening before the championship began Mackie and a greenkeeper dug up a fifteen-foot weeping
willow in the woods by the 16th fairway and replanted it to divide the fairways. On arriving at the
tee Hagen remarked that he had never seen such fast-growing trees. Two minutes later the wind
caught the supporting wires and the tree fell leaving the 18th fairway open to Hagen.

greens superintendent at Inwood since the minds of most
‘nien nmmbor‘tothcopnmmhurcum Jack's
boenﬂlz. ‘a couple of years,

) ie took over the work at Inwood back before the
first PGA That was 1916, In 1921 the cham-

was played at Inwood. And thereby a tale.
MM thouvmonmm‘n Inwood
dates from that championship. Where saw the pros
take short cuts—up went a tree. \

- Those little willows that in a line up the left of
‘the 10th, the ones that have to be driven over, were Hagen
trees, The Halg took too many trips, successfully, up the
short 'way. So Mackie planted trees.

. There’s hardly a hole on that Inwood course that
“'doesn't bear Mackie's stamp. A little touch here, a little
there! The mtzlmouho 2th, 13th and 14th is

For over 20 years, Jack Mackie was 48 eager a man as
there was in the game. He was a powerful force in the PGA.
And a bit of a Machiavelli on the side. He had a few spots
on every Inwood green picked out as “tournament spots”
and that's where he'd have the pins set—to his In
not always evident, amusement, ;
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He died three years later in 1953 .

Inwood—Final Masonic rites will be offered today at his home,
118 Bayview Ave., for John B. Mackig, St., 74, golf professional for 33
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118 Bayview Avenue, the family home

Researched and compiled by Graham Johnston




