
 

James Crowley (Sen) 
1861 – 1937 

 

James Crowley (Senior) was born in January 1861 and he features in 
the 1861 census. 

  

 

 

He was born in Earlsferry 1861 married Margaret Manson 
27/10/1886 and then arrived in New York on 31st March 1887, which 
looks like his honeymoon. 

  

 

 

They both went to USA on Ethiopia. 

 

Whilst there they had a son James Robertson born in New York 28th November 1887.  We cannot 
find any birth certificate, but he was baptised in the Dutch reformed Church in New York. 

We know from an announcement in 
the Northern Newspapers circulating 
in Wick that they were living at 411 
West 25th Street in New York when he 
was born.  

1904  



 

411 West 25th Street in New York as it is today. 

 

James worked for Philadelphia Cricket and Golf Club, among other places, and  we have seen a letter 
from that Club indicating that he had been with them for almost four years. The letter is dated 1904 
and we assume therefore that he started in 1900 – where he was before that date is difficult to 
ascertain.  

He is shown in the census of 1900 as living in Earlsferry, but it looks as if it was a rather peripatetic 
existence and that whilst his wife was with him to begin with she went back to Fife with James Jnr 
and had more children.  This suggests that James Snr perhaps came back and forth across the 
Atlantic and it makes it even more unusual in that he is shown in the 1891 census as living in 
Earlsferry along with his wife.    

But he had a son James Robin(ert)son born in New York on 29 November 1887.  He came back to 
Earlsferry and had Jane (b1890), Maggie (b1892), Lily (b1894), John Christopher (b1896), Maureen 
(b1898) and Alfred (b1900).  When in Earlsferry they lived in Links Road, but not exactly clear where, 
but certainly close to Forrester’s workshop (called St Margaret’s Cottage on the High Street actually 
next door to Linmara the residence of James Braid). 

He died on 4th December 1937 and is buried in Kilconquhar Churchyard.  Other than James Jnr, who 
was born in New York, all the other children were born in Earlsferry between 1890 and 1900.  Yet 
during this time James Snr was working a golf professional in USA. He arrived in 1887 with 
designation as joiner so he must have managed to get some sort of work. 

He began his career as a joiner (carpenter) in Elie and Earlsferry (where he was born 22.1.1861) and 
is still so listed in the 1901 census though recorded as a clubmaker in Links Road, Earlsferry, in a 
trade directory of 1893. He lived a couple of houses down from George Forrester.  



Peter Georgiady (and the Olsons) write that he moved to Glasgow in 1911.  Based on his youngest 
son’s (Alfred) school record, he moved earlier.  However, he is in Stevenson Drive, Glasgow, in the 
census of that year described as a clubmaker but he is still listed as having a business in Earlsferry, 
(James Crowley and Son) as late as 1921.  

Presumably he ran two establishments as he was a major reseller of clubs in Glasgow in the 1920s 
with a shop at 54 Union Street and latterly at Gordon Street.  He also had a number of properties in 
Earlsferry and it is highly likely that he may have been one of the early second homeowners who 
took up part time residence in Earlsferry during the summer months.  He at one time in addition to 
St Margarets owned Ravenscraig (next door to 19th Hole) and a plot of land to west end of the village 
which he acquired from the Earlsferry House owners.  He is also shown as have bid for various 
derelict property which often went on the market.  He was one of the early ‘Air BnB’ people perhaps! 

Like Forrester and Scott during his time as a golf clubmaker in Earlsferry he dominated the club 
making scene and applied for a number of patents and registered designs.  

  

The Golf House Club has a good collection of Crowley golf clubs, which now are rare.  James was an 
innovator in manufacture of golf clubs his most famous being the Eureka.  

 

 



He had established a business in Earlsferry 
which presumably competed with Forrester and 
Scott but he decided in 1910-11 to move to 
Glasgow, where he had premises in Union 
Street.  He also had a golf making premises at 
Alexandra Park in Glasgow. 

1895 

  

 

It looks as if he also acted as 
professional to  a couple of clubs or 
even more - at that time 
professional teachers used to have 
commissions from a number of clubs 
and would get paid for teaching.   

He died in 1937. 

 

1901 

 

 

 

The firm was dissolved in March 1933 on his retirement but the business carried on under the same 
name, run by his son, John Christopher Crowley (b 1895) (q.v.) 
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