James Keddie
1862 – 1901
James was the elder brother of George Duncan Keddie (q.v.) and was born on 18th January 1862, which made
him 7 years older than George. Like George he was brought up in his Aunt Duncan’s home in Earlsferry. This
was Roseberie at the top of Cadgers Wynd. We assume that the reasons for James being brought up in
Earlsferry were the same as those of George - his father was a coal miner and seemed to move from coal face
to coal face.

He is given the occupation of mason in the census of 1881. However, it is more than likely that he learnt to
play golf along with many of his colleagues and became quite proficient at the game. We do not know
whether he was trained by Forrester but according to Peter Georgiady he started in the business of golf club
making in 1890s.
In the census of 1901, he is shown again as a mason,
which belies the accuracy of the census because we
know that by 1894 he was the club professional at
Hastings but featured with his brother at Chiswick.
There is reference to his play at Hastings in this
article below [1894]:

In this article it is suggested that Keddie was with
Royal Ashdown, but we think that maybe
erroneous since he was at Hastings by that time
unless he had a part time position at Royal
Ashdown.

Aug 1894 he is again reported at Hastings.

1894

He is shown as playing at Earlsferry in
1896 and we wonder if this was when
he returned home at the end of season
since he also challenged D.A. Given
(q.v.) unsuccessfully in 1898

Feb 1898

Whilst he is shown at being back in
Earlsferry it is likely that he had given
up the Hastings post perhaps in favour
of C.R. Smith (q.v.) continuing the Fife
connection, but in these days a
professional golfer in addition to
playing for money purses in
competition might only be employed
at a golf club for a season and it looks
as if that is what may have happened with Keddie.
James never married; he died in 1901 at the age of 39 and the cause of death is shown as chronic epilepsy
and alcoholism. A sad end to a good golfer but the family itself is not without tragedy because his younger
brother David who was born in 1882 died as a result of falling though the ice of Kilconquhar loch whilst skating
when he was 11 years old.
James died at Inglisfield in Earlsferry, which was the home of his sister Nellie.
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